290 


MEMOIRS OF THE QUHENSLAND MUSEUM 


PANDARID COPEPODS PARASITIC ON SHARKS 
FROM NORTH QUEENSLAND WATERS. Mimoim of 
the Queensland Mu'ieurn 33(1}: 290 1993:- The Pand^iridae 
are ecioparasitic caligoid copepods exclusive to 
elasmobranchs. 38 species are known worldwide (Cressey, 
1967,1970;Rangnekar&Rarvgneiaj-. 1972;Cre3sey&Boylc, 
1978;Cressey & .Simpfendorfer, 1988). 

In a checklist of fish parasites from Australi.in waters, Beumer 
et al. (1983) listed R pandarid .species based on records in two 
published studies of Ausinliaii copeopod parasites (Heegaard. 
1962; Kabala. 1966). Beunicr el al <1983) followed Cressey 
(1967) in synonymising Oineoiatura Burmeister. 1833 with 
Dinemoura Lalreille, 1829. However, they did not follow 
Cressey by regarding Nesippus australis Heegaard, 1962 and A/ 
meisus Heegaard. 1962 as separate from M orienralis Heller. 
1868, or by regarding Perissopus serraius Heegaard, 1962 iis 
separate from P. dentatus Slecnsirup & LUtken, 1861. Beumer 
etal. (1983) thus contained 6 valid species; Dinemuara latifolia 
(Sleenstrup Sl Liitken. 1861), £). producta (MCiller. 1785), Ech- 
Ihrogaleus valeopratus (Giicrin-MeneviUe, 1837). Nesippus 
orientalis Heller. 1868, Pondarus hicnlar Leach, 1816. and 
Perissopus dcniaius .Steenstrup iSi. Liitken, 1861. Cressey & 
Sintpfcndorlci (1988) added Pseudopondorus australis to the 
species known from Australian waters. This note repons the 
occurrence of 3 pandarid species on sharks from Cleveland Bay 
|T9°!5'S, 146''50'E), north Queensland, and provides iiilimn.i- 
tion on their hosts, Sharks were caught between I5;b. 1986 and 
Jan 1988 using gilbicls, longlincs, otter trawls and handlines. 
The parasites were identified using keys in Yamaguti (1963) and 
Cressey (1967). 

Three species were identified; Pandarus niger Kirlesinghc, 
1950 (QMWI2207. 12212); Perissopus denlaliis Sleenslaip 
& Lutken. 1861 (QMWI2208.12209, 12456, 12462, 12464). 
and Pseudopandarus australis Ctesscy & Simpfendorfer. 
1988 (QMWI2210, 12211). The occurrence of P. niger is a 
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Table I. Rales of occurrence of pandarid copeptvls on sharks 
of Catcharinidae(C), HemigaleidaeiH). and Sphyrnidac IS) 
Rates given are for females; where present, rale for males 
given tri br.tckcis. 


new record for Australian w.iiers. It has previously been 
reported from Sri Lanka (Kirtesinghe. 1950) and Taiwan 
(Cressey, 1967) on sharks from the family Carcharhinidac. It 
is wide.spread in tropical Australian warers. regularly occur¬ 
ring on C. sorrah in the Northern Territory (J. Lyle, pers. 
comm.; QMW12460,12461). 

P. dentatus is abundant and w'idespread in tropical and 
subtropical oceans, and previous workers have reported ii 
from 29 species of shark (Yamaguti, 1963; Cressey. 1967, 
1970; Hewilt, 1967; Russo, 1975; Beumer cl al.,1983). Only 
one of the 8 host species of P. dentatus recorded for Cleveland 
Bav {Sfihvnia lewitii) ha.s previou.sly been reported (Hewitt, 
1967). 

Rates of occurrence were vanable between bcilh host and 
pandand species, with female pandarids occurring more fre¬ 
quently. and on more host species, than males (Tabic I) 'ITic 
three familic.v of sharks on which the pandarids were recorded 
are all active, (rev swimming and closely related (Compagno, 
1988). Two benthic shark species (ChiloscyHium punctatuw 
and Stegasiiiiim fust tatum) -— from u different order — had 
no pandarids on (hem. 
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